SACRED MEN AND WOMEN
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on which it grows, the latter restriction remaining in those
cases in which the fruit is inedible. ... I inquired into the
idea at the bottom of the prohibition of the animal as food,
and it appeared to be that the person would be eating
himself. It seemed that the act would be regarded as a kind
of cannibalism. It was evident that there is a belief in the
most intimate relation between the person and all individuals
of the species with which he is identified.

" A further aspect of the belief in the animal nature of
a child is that it partakes of the physical and mental char-
acters of the animal with which it is identified. Thus, if the
animal found has been a sea-snake, and this is a frequent
occurrence, the child would be weak, indolent and slow; if
an eel, there will be a similar disposition; if a hermit crab,
the child will be hot-tempered ; if a flying fox, it will also
be hot-tempered and the body will be dark; if a brush
turkey, the disposition will be good; if a lizard, the child
will be soft and gentle; if a rat, thoughtless, hasty and
intemperate. If the object found has been a fruit, here also
the child will partake of its nature. In the case of a wild
Malay apple (malmalagamgd) the child will have a big
belly, and a person with this condition will be asked, c Do
you come from the malmalagamga ?' Again, if the fruit is
one called womarakaraqat^ the child will have a good
disposition,

" In the island of Motlav not far from Mota they have
the same belief that if a mother has found an animal in her
rf Motlav. dress, the child will be identified with that animal and will
not be allowed to eat it. Here again the child is believed
to have the characters of the animal, and two instances given
were that a child identified with a yellow crab will have a
good disposition and be of a light colour, while if a hermit
crab has been found, the child will be angry and disagreeable.
In this island a woman who desires her child to have certain
characters will frequent a place where she will be likely to
encounter the animal which causes the appearance of these
characters. Thus, if she wants to have a light coloured child,
she will go to a place where there are light coloured crabs."1

1 W, H. R. Rivers, "Totemism in      the  Royal   Anthropokgical   Institute^
Polynesia, and Melanesia," Journal of     xxxbc. (1909) pp. 173-175.    Compare
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